NCRBC Adult Bible Class 12
Title: Testing Yourself

Purpose: To convince the hearer of the right reason in coming to Christ that they might test themselves.  

Introduction

John 6:66-70 (READ). We see in this passage that some people came to Christ and followed Him but not for the right reason. And because of that, we see that they did not continue in following Christ. But why is it that Peter, speaking on behalf of the twelve, never thought of leaving Christ? Because, except for Judas, they all came to Christ and followed Him for the right reason.

Therefore, if you are to follow Christ, then it is important that you come to Him for the right reason. Because if the reason why you come to Christ and follow Him is wrong, then never continue to follow Him. 

             I.
BUT WHAT ARE THE WRONG REASONS IN COMING OR FOLLOWING CHRIST? 




       The context of John 6 provides some graphic examples.

1st, some people come to Christ primarily for material provision. 

John 6:22-27 (READ)  Why were this people seeking Christ? Primarily for material provision. But Christ rebuked and corrected them. For that is not  man’s greatest need, and that is not the primary reason why He came into the world.

And some people today come to Christ primarily for this reason.  They hear preachers say, “Come to Christ, and He will provide for all your needs. You will always have food on your table. You business will prosper.  He will give you all the earthly blessings you will ask Him.” And testimonies are given of how some were blessed materially by coming to Christ, and they encourage others to do the same.

But this is not the right reason in coming to Christ. And if this is your reason for coming to Christ, then you will never stay long with Christ. Because when trials and financial difficulties comes, you will abandon Him.

Moreover, another reason why people come to Christ is primarily for social and political improvement.

John 6:14-15 (READ). Because of the miraculous powers that Jesus posses,  people thought that maybe He is the One who could deliver them from social and political bondage. Therefore, they wanted to make Jesus their king . But how did Jesus respond? He withdrew from them because  that was not the reason why Jesus came into the world. 

And today many view Jesus primarily as a social and political deliverer. And their main interest in Jesus is that He could bring social and political welfare. His teachings  and influence could eradicate poverty, criminality, and apathy; and He can bring social and political reforms.  And that’s mainly why they are interested in Christ.

But if you come to Christ with this as your primary reason, then you are not coming to Him with the right reason. And although you mind follow Him for a while, you will never be able to continue following Him.

Furthermore, some people also come to Christ primarily because of the miracles He was able to perform.

John 6:2 (READ). Why did the people follow Christ? Primarily because of the miracles He was able to perform. However, were they really interested and believed in the teachings of Christ? NO. John 6:60, 66 (READ). These people did not really care much about the things Jesus taught. All they were interested in were the miracles Jesus was able to perform.

And there are today many who come to Jesus for that reason. 

Some are in need of healing, and so they become interested of Christ. However, there interest in Him is just for healing. They are not really interested with His teaching.

And others are just plain curious about things that are unusual and miraculous, and that’s why they are interested in Jesus. We see this in the case of Herod. Lk 23:8 (READ). 

But if you come to Christ primarily for this reason, then you are coming to Christ with a wrong reason. And although you might follow Christ for a while, you will soon forsake Him.

Still others are interested in Christ because they think He can solve their domestic problems.

They have family problems. And they think that maybe Christ can solve their problem. 

But even that Christ did not give any promise. In fact, He said that the opposite could be the effect. Mt 10:34 (READ). 

II.
SO WHAT THEN IS THE RIGHT REASON IN COMING TO CHRIST? 

      Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question answers that question.  John 6:66-69 (READ). 

Why will Peter never forsake Christ? Because he knew what his biggest need really was—eternal life. 

He says, “ Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life”. 

Peter saw that his biggest need was not material provision, not social and political deliverance, not some miracle of physical healing, not some excitement from the miracles Jesus performed. His biggest need, as indicated from his words, is “eternal life”. A life under the smile and favor of God, and life in fellowship with God, that is eternal in duration.

Moreover, Peter, knowing that he was sinful, understood that eternal life was something he could not attain apart from Christ. 

Lk 5:8-9 (READ) - the miracle that Jesus performed made Peter conscious that he was in the presence of God. And he felt keenly his sinfulness. Peter knew he was not worthy of eternal life.

Furthermore, Peter, convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, knew that eternal life could only be found in Him and in no one else. 

Thus even if others have left Jesus, for Peter it was unthinkable for him to do so. He says, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.”

Thus for Peter, it would be utterly unthinkable for him ever to forsake Jesus.

Now this is the right reason in coming to Christ.

And if your reason in coming to Christ is like Peter’s, then you are a true disciple of Christ. And like Peter, you will never ever think of leaving Him. 

Even in poverty, and sickness, social and political upheaval, and domestic crisis will never make you think of ever leaving Christ. 

Conclusion

So this portion of God’s word serves as a mirror by which you can test yourself.  If your reason in coming to Christ is just like Peter’s, then you are a true disciple of Christ. If not, then like so many, you will sooner or later leave Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Can you site from your own acquaintances some specific examples of those who had some interest in Christ and in His Word but did not last? What do you think is the reason why it did not last?

Why do you think people would rather seek for material provision from Christ or some other temporal blessings rather than for eternal life? What do you think is the remedy of this problem?

